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It’s good to worship and fellowship with you this morning.  How’s your week been?  Maybe you heard about the man who woke up early one Sunday morning and said to his wife, “I don’t want to go to church this morning.  This week has just killed me.  I just can’t face everyone there.  I don’t know what I’d say to them, and I don’t want to come off aloof.”  After a moment of silence his wife said, “But honey, you have to go to church.  You’re the pastor.”

Now I’m not quite where this guy was at.  I’ve been looking forward to being with you here this morning, but I’ve also been fighting a headache since yesterday morning, so I’m feeling kind of snookered this morning.  And I bet some of you can relate.  Maybe it wasn’t this week – maybe it was a while back, or maybe it’s this coming week – hey, there’s something to look forward to!  But either way, let’s remember that when we show up here, none of us are exactly what we seem to be.

It’s not that we’re phonies, or we feel like we have to put on a mask to come to church.  But the reality is that life is difficult … sometimes at work, and sometimes at school, and sometime in our relationships, and sometimes with our health, and sometimes in our minds, and sometimes because of the economy … and so let’s be kind and gracious with each other because even with all of our differences, one thing we all have in common is that we’re all WORKS IN PROCESS.  Turn to the person next to you and say, “I’m glad you’re here.  God loves you.  And I’m trying.”

This morning I’m going to teach through EXODUS 4, which is where God gives Moses some powers and signs so that the Israelites would listen to him when he showed up in Egypt and asked Pharaoh to free the Jews from slavery.  But Moses, like you and I can do, when God asks us to do something difficult, big, or different than what we’ve done before … MOSES WAS OPERATING OUT OF A PLACE OF FEAR, and so God reluctantly shifted to PLAN B, and sent Moses’ brother Aaron to help him out.

So, as we get into this study of EXODUS 4 I invite you to let a couple important questions percolate in your minds and hearts, throughout our time together and then after we leave and head back into the all-important “non-Sunday-morning” parts of our lives … the parts of our lives where we have the privilege of living out the Gospel.

1. When you’ve made excuses and ran away from God’s will and God’s plans for your life, how did things turn out?

2. When you’ve been obedient to God’s will and God’s plans (even when you were scared out of your wits), what did you do if and when things went sideways?
It seems like Moses is just making up excuses for the fact that he doesn’t want to do what God is asking him to do … he’s still protesting.  In EXODUS 3, Moses started telling God that Pharaoh wouldn’t listen to him.  And God told him not to worry, because no matter what, He’d be with him.  

EXODUS 4:1 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Then Moses said, “What if they will not believe me or listen to what I say?  For they may say, ‘The LORD has not appeared to you.’” 

If you’ve been around a while, then you know there are always going to be people who will claim that God has spoken to them.  Some of these people will be telling the truth, but others are deceived, or they’re just trying to deceive you.  And if you’re struggling to tell the difference, then do some studying on the topic of SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT, and become more confident in knowing when a message is from God, from another person, or from Satan.  Let me know if you need some resources about this important part of what it means to be a maturing follower of Jesus Christ, and I’ll pass them onto you.  The teaching I did on EPHESIANS 6:10-13 on Sunday, 21 November 2010 is a good place to start and it’s on our website.

Remember that when Moses was 40 years old he wanted to singlehandedly deliver the Jews – he thought he was a big shot.  But after killing his first Egyptian, Moses left Egypt as a felon, and now he’s spent 40 years as a shepherd in the desert.  But while Moses was caring for his father-in-law’s sheep in the second 40-year chapter of his life, God showed up in a burning bush and told Moses that he was now ready to travel back into Egypt and deliver the Jews.  And in Moses’ lack of confidence in God and in himself, I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 1

Maturing followers of Jesus Christ learn to put their confidence in God first – believing that a God-centered self-confidence will follow.

EXODUS 4:2-4 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

2 The LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?”  And he said, “A staff.”
3 Then He said, “Throw it on the ground.”  So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it.
4 But the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand and grasp it by its tail – so he stretched out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand” –

God gave Moses the ability to perform miraculous signs to help both the Jews and the Egyptians people believe God had sent him as their deliverer … and when Moses reaches Egypt, he’ll show these signs to the Jewish elders (EXODUS 4:29-30).  The first sign involved Moses using his shepherd’s staff in a way he never had before, and from that day on it would be Moses’ main on-the-job spiritual tool for the next 40 years.  Have you ever seen a shepherd’s staff?  Here’s what one probably looked like.  

[image: ]Friends, are you listening to Moses’ story and wondering if God ever WOULD or COULD use you?  LISTEN TO ME … GOD CAN USE ANYONE.  ANYONE.  If God can call me to be a pastor-teacher, with all the impediments, limitations, and disqualifiers I’ve had in my life … with all the things that a whole lot of churches, denominations, and sheep would see in me as deal-breakers in anyone they’d want to have as a pastor and a teacher, then God can use ANYBODY.  Seriously.

Maybe you don’t think it’s possible for God to use you … and yet somewhere in the back of your mind you remember a time when God spoke to you and asked you to do something for Him AND with Him – and maybe you thought at the time it sounded impossible, or that God was somehow asking the wrong person.  

NO WAY.  NO HOW.  God doesn’t make mistakes.  If you’re struggling this morning to SEE, or to FIGURE OUT, or to BELIEVE how God wants to use you, the best thing you can do IS TO LOOK AT WHAT GOD’S ALREADY PUT IN YOUR HAND.  What is it?  God gave Moses a shepherd’s staff.  What’s God given you?  A frying pan?  A camera?  A passion for teaching?  A wrench?  A computer?  A love for kids?  A football?  A paint brush?  The tools God has already put into our hands, the tools God has given you an appetite for … those are probably the tools God most likely wants to use to send you smack-dab-into-the-middle of His will and then to learn how to live there and flow there.

Moses threw his staff to the ground and it turned into a snake!  And Moses was scared because he’d been carrying that staff and using it for a long time and it had never turned into a snake before!  It was just a piece of wood … but like we saw when we studied the feeding of the 5,000 in MARK 6 … remember when that little kid gave Jesus his simple lunch, and Jesus multiplied his two loaves of bread and his five fish into enough grub to feel everyone, with leftovers?  Remember?  Well just like that …

LITTLE BECOMES MUCH, WHEN WE PLACE IT IN THE MASTER’S HANDS.

Seriously.  And isn’t Moses’ staff is just like so many things around us … they’re neither good nor bad, it just depends on who uses them, and to what end.  And here’s the deal friends … from this incident in Moses’ life we get a front row seat to watch him learning how to do whatever God tells him to do, even when it’s uncomfortable.  But like I said earlier, you and I need to be discerning about whether the WEIRDNESS QUOTIENT of what we’re being asked to do is coming from God, or from someone else, or from the enemy.  But don’t kid yourself … following God closely often involves doing things for Him and with Him, that to us and to the world might seem MIGHTY STRANGE.

Snakes represented power and life to the Egyptians, and the miracle God displayed through Moses here was that God had the power to overcome the power of the Egyptians.  And just like Moses had to face his fears, and let God equip him to catch the snake by the tail … when it would have been humanly smarter to catch it by the head … you and I need to face our fears, and take the things God has put into our hands and into our hearts, and invite God to do what He’s wanted to do all along –use those very things to bring about His purposes in us, in the church, and in the world.  And you and I won’t really begin living out the Gospel until we figure this out.

Eventually God will use Moses’ staff to part the Red Sea, and to bring drinking water out of a rock out in the desert, and much more.  And eventually, in EXODUS 4:20 and in EXODUS 17:9 Moses’ staff will be called the staff of God, or the rod of God.

EXODUS 4:5 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

5 “that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.”

God’s goal in this miracle with the staff and the snake, was that the Jews would realize that Moses didn’t just show up out of nowhere – but that He’d been sent by the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob … and that He wasn’t going to forsake the covenant promises He’d made to their forefathers, and that He would bring them out of slavery and give them a homeland.  And in vv. 6-7 we see another sign …

EXODUS 4:6-7 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

6 The LORD furthermore said to him, “Now put your hand into your bosom.”  So he put his hand into his bosom, and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous like snow.
7 Then He said, “Put your hand into your bosom again.”  So he put his hand into his bosom again, and when he took it out of his bosom, behold, it was restored like the rest of his flesh.

Leprosy was considered an incurable disease in Moses’ time – and the word “bosom” is most often used throughout Scripture as a symbol or and illustration of the human heart, of the innermost part of how God has wired you and me as human beings.  I read about Moses’ hand becoming leprous, and then being cured as an illustration of how our God is able to deal with even the most incurable problems of your life and my life … a vivid, beautiful, first-hand testimony showing us that God can take a broken, wounded, diseased life and heart and make them new again.  And in vv. 8-9 we see a third sign …

EXODUS 4:8-9 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

8 “If they will not believe you or heed the witness of the first sign,
they may believe the witness of the last sign.
9 “But if they will not believe even these two signs or heed you, then you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground; and the water which you take from the Nile will become blood on the dry ground.”

To the Egyptians, the Nile River itself was one of their main gods.  They saw it as the MOTHER, the WOMB, and THE SOURCE OF ALL LIFE AND PRODUCTIVITY.  And in this third sign, I see a picture of God’s judgment … as God took the good, pure waters of the Nile River and made them bloody and polluted.

1. God said in the first sign, “I can take the powerless and make them powerful.”
2. God said in the second sign, “I can take the wounded and the polluted and make them whole again.”
3. God said in the third sign, “If you don’t believe Me, or what I’m doing, then My judgment will come upon you.  I’m longsuffering, but I’m not forever-suffering.  There’s a limit to My patience.”

Then in v. 10 Moses offers God an excuse that reveals that he flat-out doesn’t want to do what God’s been asking him to do all along.

EXODUS 4:10-12 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

10 Then Moses said to the LORD, “Please, Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither recently nor in the past, nor since You have spoken to Your servant; for I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.”
11 The LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth?  Or who makes him mute or deaf, or seeing or blind?  Is it not I, the Lord?
12 “Now then go, and I, even I, will be with your mouth, and teach you what you are to say.”

Has God ever shown Himself to you to be FAITHFUL, and POWERFUL, and ABLE, and CONSISTENT, and REDEMPTIVE, and you’ve still offered Him excuses?  I think if we’re honest, we’ll all answer, “yes”  to this question.  Lame.  Let’s tell God this morning, right here, right now, that we’re going to knock this off!  Twice now since beginning our study of EXODUS, I’ve quoted Stephen’s words for you from The New Testament … from ACTS 7:22, in the teaching Stephen gave just before his martyrdom … “Moses was taught all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was powerful in both speech and action.” (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

40 years earlier, when Moses was serving as a prince of Egypt, he wasn’t “slow of speech and slow of tongue.”  But in the years of silence between then and now – while Moses spent four decades preaching to little more than sheep – Moses no doubt had to deal with discouragement and with a sense of failure and condemnation that had built-up.  So it isn't hard to see why Moses now believes he can't do what earlier he clearly thought he could do.  And I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON here …




FAITH LESSON 2

When trying to do God’s will our own way, we usually lose the confidence God poured into us when He first called us.  The answer to living into God’s will isn’t self-confidence, it’s God-confidence.
 
Look with me at vv. 11-12 … The reality that Moses believed he wasn’t eloquent is completely beside the point, because the Creator of the universe, the same God Who  created the most eloquent mouths who have ever lived was on his side.  Gang, you and I, we serve A SOVEREIGN GOD … the God Who has always been in charge, the God Who always is in charge, and the God Who will always be in charge.  The PAST, the PRESENT, and the FUTURE, are all in God’s hands.  I love what Atlanta pastor-teacher and author Charles Stanley writes about this …

“There is not the slightest sense of fatalism in the declaration of God's sovereignty.  It is never ‘God is so mighty we can't do anything’, but it is always ‘God is so mighty, He can work through us when we make ourselves available.’”
 
Look, I get it that we can read vv. 11-12, where it says that God makes the mute, the deaf, and the blind, and that we can be left a little perplexed.  But the main point in our studying of this passage here this morning isn’t to analyze THE ORIGIN OF EVIL, but to show that God is so mighty that even when it looks like He’s sleeping on the job, or even when it looks like He isn’t in control, that He still is.

The main point is for you and I to see that while we live in a fallen, broken, sin-busted world … God can call ANYONE, even the mute, the deaf, and the blind to do His work!  And so Moses’ PERCEIVED INADEQUACIES, no matter how real or how false, in the end, don't matter at all … because God is God!  And this reminds me of the words God spoke when He called the prophet Jeremiah 600+ years later …

JEREMIAH 1:4b-7 (COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE)

4b-7 “Before I created you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I set you apart; I made you a prophet to the nations.”  “Ah, LORD God”, I said, “I don’t know how to speak because I’m only a child.”  The LORD responded, “Don’t say, ‘I’m only a child.’  Where I send you, you must go; what I tell you, you must say.”

Friends, God wants our WILLINGNESS to do what He instructs us to do, and our SURRENDER to say what He tells us to say.  And when we choose to live this way, God will always supply us with the words and the power to do what He’s asking us to do.  We just need to provide ourselves as an empty vessel for Him to use.  Do you see it?

Last Sunday we looked at the Apostle Paul’s words in FIRST CORINTHIANS 2:1-5 and we saw the truth that God doesn't need our excellence to accomplish His will.  In fact, God isn’t interested in the slightest in using any of our abilities that aren’t surrendered fully to Him.  Paul went so far to say that if it was his persuasive power that brought about any advancement of the will of God, then it would have been all too easy for him to try and take the credit – which would have been totally wrong.  This is why the Apostle Paul came to Corinth with weakness, fear, and trembling.

Gang, God wants to use YOUR WEAKNESSES, MY INABILITIES, YOUR SHORT-COMINGS, and MY BROKENNESS so that in the end, He’ll be glorified, not us.  Throughout the Bible God takes the responsibility for the brokenness in this world, and says that the challenges of this life don’t come our way as PUNISHMENT.  In JOHN 9 Jesus met a man who was born blind.  Jesus’ disciples wanted to know if the blind man’s lack of sight was because of his sin, or his parent’s sin?  And in v. 3 Jesus said “Neither.  This happened so that God’s mighty works might be displayed in him.  This also reminds me of what the Apostle Paul wrote in EPHESIANS 2:8-10 … 

EPHESIANS 2:8-10 (COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE)

8-10 I mean that you have been saved by grace through believing.  You did not save yourselves; it was a gift from God.  It was not the result of your own efforts, so you cannot brag about it.  God has made us what we are.  In Christ Jesus, God made us to do good works, which God planned in advance for us to live our lives doing.

The Greek word poema (ποιεμα) translated in v. 10 as “good works” means that we’re God’s poem, or God’s work of art.  Look, I get that all of us are “works in progress” … and that none of us are “fully formed” yet.  But the reality is that God has made each of us just the way we are, for His purposes, and for His plans.

It was in my third of four years of seminary when I came to grips with this truth after wrestling with it since starting out.  I was 22 years old when I began seminary, and I’d just been a follower of Jesus Christ for about two years.  So when I enrolled and began taking classes, I too often compared myself to colleagues who seemed to have had receiving their calling to be pastors when they were, in the womb, or at the latest in like in the third grade, and I still wasn’t sure why I was even doing in seminary.  Did God want me to be a college professor, a pastor-teacher, or a missionary?  I didn’t have a clue.

But I did know that I was surrounded by some brilliant people – and I was more of a simple-minded kind of guy.  No dummy.  But learning wasn’t easy for me, and memorization wasn’t easy for me, and studying wasn’t easy for me, and tests weren’t easy for me.  And some of the brightest people in my class were my friends … I guess I somehow balanced them out.  Yin and Yang.  I remember being amazed by how easily a lot of these people could talk in deep ways about deep subjects – and how they could come up with really great questions that I didn’t even know were questions.

And then to top it all off, one of my best friends not only had an incredibly high IQ, but he also had a photographic memory, and was a super great speaker, and on top of it all, he was amazingly handsome and even had good teeth.  I hated him.  Most people as smart as this guy are boring, but this guy was also quick-witted and funny.  Yes I always wanted to sit next to him during tests, but I hated him.  

And I remember always feeling incredibly “less than” when I was around this guy, even though he never intentionally did anything to make me feel that way.  And I used to think I was hopeless … and that God could never use me.

I remember when our Old Testament professor Dr. Joe Colson, taught us the book of EXODUS, and I read it all the way through, and in this chapter and in this story, Dr. Colson took us to this passage in EPHESIANS and reminded us that we’re all God’s peoma, God’s workmanship, and that God has made each one of us exactly who we are, and how we are for a reason, and that if we’ll surrender to God, we’ll see Him become strong in the places where we’re weak, and God will use whatever we’ve surrendered over to Him to change the world.  And this lesson was a game-changer for me.

The story is told of the great evangelist D.L. Moody, who God used by God in the 19th-Century to preach to more than 100 million people, but who had horrible grammar.  Once after one of his sermons, a cheeky seminary student came up to Mr. Moody and said, “I counted 18 grammatical errors in the first 5 minutes of your message.”  To which Mr. Moody lovingly replied, “Young man, I’m using all the grammar I got for God’s glory.  What are you doing with yours?”

Gang, we so often look at any kind of disability or limitation in this life … in us or in others … and we say, “what a terrible shame!  God, how can You allow this?”  But like the Apostle Paul reminds us in ROMANS 8:18 …

ROMANS 8:18 (GOOD NEWS TRANSLATION)

18 I consider that what we suffer at this present time cannot be compared at all with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. 

I’m often in awe of Joni Eareckson Tada.  As a teenager Joni broke her neck in a swimming accident and she’s lived her life ever since that day as a quadriplegic.  And even though I might find lots of things wrong in my life, and even though I might think that God could never use me because of those things, I look at Joni and how she’s chosen to allow God to use her, and I find all my excuses melting away.  I love this quote and how it highlights the wisdom that God has given this wonderful lady …

“While lunching at a friend's house, I had to borrow a spoon and have her bend it so it could be inserted in my hand splint and I could feed myself.  Embarrassed, I offered to have my husband straighten it out.  Later I thought, “Isn't that the way God works in our lives?  He knows He can accomplish His unique plan when He bends us to suit His will.  The metal of our souls might be difficult to bend, but when we allow God the privilege of shaping our lives, we discover new depths of purpose and meaning.  We become perfectly suited for His use.”

I encourage you to go to Joni’s website at www.joniandfriends.org and learn more about her and the ministry God has called her to.  Gang, it’s a great place to come to when we realize that we’re exactly the way God wants us to be, even with all our flaws and weaknesses.  So let’s stop saying, “God could never use me to …”

EXODUS 4:13-18 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

13 But he said, "Please, Lord, now send the message by whomever You will.”
14 Then the anger of the LORD burned against Moses, and He said, “Is there not your brother Aaron the Levite?  I know that he speaks fluently.  And moreover, behold, he is coming out to meet you; when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart.”
15 “You are to speak to him and put the words in his mouth; and I, even I, will be with your mouth and his mouth, and I will teach you what you are to do.”
16 “Moreover, he shall speak for you to the people; and he will be as a mouth for you and you will be as God to him.
17 “You shall take in your hand this staff, with which you shall perform the signs.”
18 Then Moses departed and returned to Jethro his father-in-law and said to him, “Please, let me go, that I may return to my brethren who are in Egypt, and see if they are still alive.”  And Jethro said to Moses “Go in peace.”

Finally, Moses is done with offering God excuses and he actually says what he’s been thinking since coming up to the burning bush … that he’d be absolutely thrilled if God would just send someone else.  And we see that Moses’ problem isn't a lack of ABILITY, it’s a lack of WILLINGNESS.  God wasn’t angry when Moses asked Him real questions.  God’s anger showed up when Moses was UNWILLING.  Jill Briscoe wrote a book about Moses a while back, and the title of her book was “Here I Am Lord, Send My Brother.”  What a perfect description of the attitude Moses had where he wasn’t UNABLE, he was simply UNWILLING.

God reluctantly says He’s willing to use Moses and his older brother Aaron as a team – and eventually God would also bring Moses’ older sister Miriam onto the DELIVER-ANCE LEADERSHIP TEAM as well.  Aaron was A SMOOTH TALKER, but kind of weak on CONTENT.  So God told Moses that He’d tell him to say, and Moses would pass this message onto Aaron, and then Aaron would be the mouthpiece.  It’s kind of like God and Moses would be the scriptwriters and Aaron would be the anchorman … reading what God and Moses wrote for him.  What a roundabout way to get God’s will done because of Moses’ UNWILLINGNESS.

I’ve often wondered why Moses doesn’t tell his father-in-law the whole story behind his desire to go back to Egypt.  Maybe Moses was still reeling from the miracles he’s just been a part of, and felt that if he told Jethro all the details, he’d just laugh him off.  But no matter what Moses’ real motive was in not telling Jethro the whole truth, I think Moses was learning the lesson we all need to learn, that THE BEST WAY TO LET GOD DEMONSTRATE HIS WILL IS BY SIMPLY LIVING IT OUT, ONE DAY AT A TIME, ONE MOMENT AT A TIME, AND ONE CHOICE AT A TIME.

When the burning bush stopped burning, it would have been easy for Moses to just go on with life like nothing had ever happened.  But he didn’t.  Yes, he still had questions.  Maybe if Moses had known about all the plagues to come, and about Pharaoh’s stubbornness, and about crossing of the Reed Sea, and about the 40 years he and the Jews would wander around in the desert … maybe Moses might have made a different choice.  And I see a THIRD FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 3

We seldom see the whole picture of what’s ahead, but when we take
single steps of obedience and surrender to God, our dependence on God and our trust in God begins to grow. 

EXODUS 4:19-23 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

19 Now the LORD said to Moses in Midian, “Go back to Egypt, for all the men who were seeking your life are dead.”
20 So Moses took his wife and his sons and mounted them on a donkey, and returned to the land of Egypt.  Moses also took the staff of God in his hand.”
21 The LORD said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt see that you perform you perform before Pharaoh all the wonders which I have put in your power; but I will harden his heart so that he will not let the people go.
22 “Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Israel is My son, My firstborn.
23 “So I said to you, ‘Let My son go that he may serve Me’; but you have refused to let him go.  Behold, I will kill your son, your firstborn.”

God knew Moses would now be safe in Egypt, so He eased Moses’ mind from worrying about what would have been on your mind and my mind if we’d been in his shoes.  But God also knew that before the Jews would pack up, collect 200 years of back wages, and leave Egypt, that He would have to harden Pharaoh’s heart, and that it would take the death of Pharaoh’s firstborn son before he’d agree to let the Jews go.  Throughout our study we’ll read different versions of Pharaoh’s heart hardening.

EXODUS 4:21 … God hardened Pharaoh’s heart.
EXODUS 8:15 … Pharaoh hardened his own heart.

EXODUS 7:13 … Pharaoh’s heart was simply hardened, without a
			     reference to who did the hardening, God or him.

But no matter how this happened, you and I are never puppets that God just manipulates.  God is sovereign, but God allows us to do what we choose to do.  This is what the Apostle Paul was talking about when he wrote in ROMANS 1:18-32 that God “gives us over to sin when this is the choice we’re making in our hearts.”  And now we come to one of the strangest stories in EXODUS …

 EXODUS 4:24-26 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

24 Now it came about at the lodging place on the way that the LORD met him and sought to put him to death.
25 Then Zipporah took a flint and cut off her son’s foreskin and threw it at Moses’ feet, and she said, “You are indeed a bridegroom of blood to me.”
26 So He let him alone.  At that time she said, “You are a bridegroom of blood – because of the circumcision.

In this event God is confronts Moses in the strongest possible way.  Circumcision was a sign of God’s covenant with the Jews that God had established with Abraham hundreds of years before.  As a Jew, Moses had been circumcised, but evidently he hadn’t circumcised his sons and now God was holding him accountable for not doing what he new was part of the Jewish Law.  Zipporah was a Midianite, and while her family served the same God as Moses and the Jews, they weren’t Jews, and maybe she thought circumcision was barbaric.

So while God somehow disabled Moses, He also somehow commanded Zipporah to perform the circumcision, and she gets the job done – even though she seems pretty bitter about it.  I don’t fully understand this whole story, but maybe for the first time in her life Zipporah was recognizing the dead-serious nature of Moses’ call, and how important it is for their whole family to walk most fully in the ways of the LORD.  And I see a FOURTH FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 4

There comes a time in the lives of maturing followers of Christ when God demands that we lay aside any area of compromise we’ve been tolerating or making excuses for.  And we won’t make any spiritual progress until we do what God is calling us to do.

Back in v. 14 God told Moses that He’d send Aaron to join him in this chapter of his life and now Aaron shows up … and God reminds Moses that He keeps His promises.





EXODUS 4:27-31 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

27 Now the LORD said to Aaron, “Go to meet Moses in the wilderness.”  So he went and met him at the mountain of God and kissed him.
28 Moses told Aaron all the words of the LORD with which He had sent him, and all the signs that He had commanded him to do.
29 Then Moses and Aaron went and assembled all the elders of the sons of Israel;
30 and Aaron spoke all the words which the LORD had spoken to Moses.  He then performed the signs in the sight of the people.
31 So the people believed; and when they heard that the LORD was concerned about the sons of Israel and that He had seen their affliction, then they bowed low and worshiped.

Everything was happening just like God said it would, beginning with the people of Israel hearing Moses’ voice and believing God had sent them.  And their excitement seemed real as they anticipated the deliverance from the hands of the Egyptians after over two centuries of slavery and four centuries after God promised the Jews a homeland of their own.

About 40 years before, Moses told the Jews that he’d been sent by God to be their deliverer … but remember that he was trying to do God’s will his own way … and the Jews had rejected him.  But now, this time, the circumstances are right, and Moses has gone through a lot of changes … in his heart, in his mind, in his ego, and in his motives … and now God’s destiny for Moses’ life is about to be fulfilled.
 
Blessed be the Word of the Lord.  Let’s pray.

NEXT SUNDAY … GREGG LAMM WILL TEACH FROM EXODUS 5.  INVITE SOMEONE WHO DOESN’T YET HAVE A CHURCH HOME, OR WHO IS NOT YET IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST, AND THEN
COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING.
 
AND JOIN OTHER 2ND STREETERS AT THE CHURCH OFFICE ON THURSDAY MORNING AT 6:00 A.M. FOR DEVOTIONS.
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It’s good to worship and fe

llowship with you this morning.  H

ow’s

 

your week been?  

Maybe you heard about the man who woke up 

early 

one Sunday morning and said to 

his wife, 

“I don’t want to go to church this morning.  This week has just killed me.  

I just can’t face everyone there.  I don’t know what I’d say to them, and

 

I don’t 

want to come off aloof.”

  

After a moment of silence his wife said, 

“But honey, you 

have to go to church.  You’re the pastor.”

 

 

Now I’m not 

quite where this guy was at.  I’ve been 

looking forward to being with you 

here 

this morning, but I’ve also b

een fighting a headache since yesterday morning, so 

I’m feeling kind of snookered this morning

.  And I bet 

some

 

of you can relate.  Maybe 

it wasn’t this week 

–

 

maybe it was a while back, or maybe it’s this coming week 

–

 

hey, 

there’s something to look forwa

rd to!

  

But either way, let’s remember that when 

we

 

show up here, none of us a

re exactly what we seem to be.

 

 

It’s not

 

that we’re phonies, or we feel like we have to put on a mask to come to 

church.  But the reality is that life is difficult … sometimes at

 

work, and sometimes at 

school, and sometime in our relationships, and sometimes with our health, and 

sometimes in our minds, and sometimes 

because of

 

the economy … and so let’

s be 

kind and gracious with each other 

because even with al

l of our differences,

 

one thing 

we all have 

in common is that we’re all 

WORKS IN PROCESS

.  Turn to the person next 

to you and say, 

“I’m glad you’re here.  God loves you.  And I’m trying.”

 

 

This morning I’m going to teach through 

EXODUS 4

, which is where God 

gives Moses 

some po

wers and 

signs so that the Israelites would listen to him when he showed up in 

Egypt

 

and a

sked Pharaoh to free the Jews 

from slavery

.  But Moses, like you and I 

can 

do, when God asks us to do something 

difficult, 

big, or 

di

fferent than 

what 

we’ve 

done befo

re 

… 

MOSES WAS OPERATING OUT OF A PLACE OF FEAR

, 

and 

so God 

reluctantly shifted to 

PLAN B

, and 

sent 

Moses’

 

brother Aaron to help him out.

 

 

S

o, as we get into this study of 

EXODUS 4

 

I 

invite

 

you

 

to

 

let 

a couple important 

questions

 

percolate in your minds an

d hearts

, 

throughout our time together 

and then 

aft

er we leave 

a

nd head back into the 

all

-

important 

“non

-

Sunday

-

morning” parts of 

our lives …

 

the parts of our lives where we have the privilege of living out the Gospel.

 

 

1.

 

When

 

you’ve made

 

excus

es 

and 

ran

 

awa

y from God’s will 

and 

God’s plans for y

our life

, how did things 

turn out

?

 

 

2.

 

When you’ve been obedient to God’s

 

will and 

God’s 

plans (even 

when you were

 

scared

 

out of your wits

), what did you do if and 

when

 

things went sideways?

 

